
It’s the beginning of a new
year, and summer is on the
minds of the kids at Tri-County

Assembly of God in Fairfield,
Ohio. In February, preparation
and plans are underway for a
team of kids called “P.A.R.K.”
(Praising And Rejoicing Kids) as
to how and where they will be
ministering to others throughout
the summer months.

P.A.R.K is a team of third
through sixth graders.
Throughout the months of
February, March, April, and May,
they are busy learning human
videos, miming, clowning, pup-
pets, sign language, ballet, flag-
ging, choir, hip-hop dances, and
any other creative ways to share
the gospel with kids.

Years ago, we became dis-
turbed with the reality that kids’
talents were not given a forum
within the church. If a child didn’t
sing or play the piano, the only
place to display his/her gifts was
on a ball field or in dance class.

We know it is God’s desire for
everyone to become do-ers of
the Word. Through prayer and
direction, P.A.R.K. became an
important piece to our children’s
ministries.

There are three purposes and
goals of P.A.R.K.:

To allow Christian kids an
opportunity to share their

faith in Jesus Christ in a way

that is exciting and enjoyable. In
addition to the performance
aspect, each child will learn and
participate in one-on-one 
witnessing and prayer.

To present God’s love to
those who are lost. This

team is not designed to minister
within our church walls.
Everything is geared toward
being in streets, warehouses,
parks, and other churches. We
go to the lost.

To disciple the team. Weekly
prayer over lives and cities,

worship, daily Bible study, and
fasting are required of each
team member. Many kids are
baptized with the Holy Spirit dur-
ing worship times.

In June, we take the ministries

to the streets, ministering at
local day camps, VBS, and city
parks. Each Saturday, we take
our “TCA Fire Truck” into apart-
ment complexes where the kids
perform, give out free sno-cones
(our version of “a cup of cold
water”), and make balloon sculp-
tures. Of course, adults come
along for safety, but the gospel is
presented to kids by kids.

We also take a week-long
ministry trip. We have traveled to
St. Louis; Niagara Falls;
Nashville; Washington, D.C.; and
Chicago. On these trips, we
spend much of our time feeding
and performing for the homeless
and conducting inner-city servic-
es. By the end of summer, the
kids have shared Jesus with
thousands of people.

Last summer a portion of our
trip was spent in the Robert
Taylor Homes in Chicago—one
of the largest housing projects in
the United States. We made bal-
loon sculptures for gang mem-
bers, fed hungry children, and
prayed with those who felt hope-
less.

As our bus was pulling away,
one of our 12-year-old girls was
so excited she could hardly wait
to speak. She began,
“Remember how last year God
healed me of my migraines?
Well, tonight, when it was time to
pray at the altar, I asked God to
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Questions for Further Study—

1. Are there areas in your church where children can display their ministry gifts?

2. What are some reasons God would give ministry gifts to children?

3. List some new avenues you might use for your children to display their ministry gifts.
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T rent, Tonya, Shane and six other
kids finished packing up the pup-

pets, loading the sound equipment,

and putting away the old PVC puppet

stage. What a day it had been! Where

had all those kids come from? When

the loud music began announcing

that Sidewalk Sunday School was

about to begin, kids seemed to come

from everywhere. Seventeen kids

accepted Jesus as Savior. Hopefully

many of them would be riding the bus

to church on Sunday. What makes these past memories

of that ministry team so special? It’s

those three kids, now years later, lead-

ing ministries of their own. Shane is a

youth pastor in North Dakota. Trent is

planting a new church in St. Cloud,

Minnesota. Tonya is a pastor’s wife in

North Dakota. Tonya’s younger broth-

er Troy, who joined the team a couple

of years later, is now completing his

chaplaincy course for the United

States Army. Ministry breeds ministry.

The calling of God on kids’ hearts

plants His Spirit deeply within.
Many children’s leaders have dis-

covered that involving children in

ministry deepens the child’s walk with

Christ. They are correct. Ministry

begins by having the kids participate

in smaller responsibilities like running

the sound, doing the PowerPoints,

registering visitors, etc. Involvement in

ministry now, helps a child to be will-

ing to allow God to use them tochange the world asthey grow older.Quality children’sministry goes farbeyond the doorsof the church. Itinspires kids tohear God’s voiceand follow Hiscommands tominister toothers wher-ever thatmay be.

How do you lead children into

ministry? First, make sure that every

child knows that God has a plan and

purpose for their life. Second, make

sure that children know that they can

hear God’s voice and that He has min-

istry for them to do today. Third,

deepen a child’s walk with God by

teaching them the power of prayer,

the closeness of God through wor-

ship, the heart of God through sacrifi-

cial missions giving, the direction of

God through His Word, and the

power of God through the Baptism in

the Holy Spirit. Fourthly, provide

ways for children to be involved in

ministry now. Don’t just let them sit

and be "observers of ministry." 
In our children’s ministry pro-

grams, we had what we called the

"Usher Program" for 5th and 6th

graders. These kids did the work of

the ministry in Kids Church. They

were our greeters, our registrars, our

offering takers, our discipline watch-

ers, and our helpers for any area that

we needed them. They were also our

altar workers and our prayer warriors.

They laid hands on the sick and

prayed for kids to be saved and filled

with the Holy Spirit. These kids also

read scripture verses, participated in

skits, and even did entire services by
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lead me to who I should pray for.
I went up to pray with a girl.
When I asked what I could pray
with her about, she said, ‘Would
you ask God to heal me of my
migraines?’ Isn’t that awesome?”
To see a 12-year-old realize that
God can use her is the best les-

son we can pass on to this gen-
eration.

Each year God provides an
awesome summer of ministry
that not only impacts the lives of
the children, but also the adults
that come to chaperone. From
suburban to inner-city ministries,

organizations are always
extremely impressed at the qual-
ity of servanthood and effective-
ness the children display.
Children are ready for the chal-
lenge! 


