
Jesus said, “A child shall lead
them.” It is interesting that
leadership could come for

adults through children, but that
is what the Scripture states. Let
us look at some of the attributes
children have from which we can
learn.

First, they are tender to the
things of God. They have

not yet become calloused or
hardened, thus they demonstrate
an openness to God from which
we as adults could learn.

Secondly, they are respon-
sive. If you ask a child to

do something, he usually
responds in the affirmative. As a
pastor, I have learned over the
years that if you ask children to
do something in the church, they
are most ready to say yes.

Thirdly, they have a simple,
childlike faith—a much

needed quality when it comes to
this matter of ministry. They are
trusting; they are believing. They
believe if you ask the Lord for
something, He will do it. How
many have received a healing as
the result of a child’s prayers?
Many are the testimonies to this
truth.

Fourthly, they are very
generous. They will give of

their last nickel or dime, be it for

BGMC or some other ministry.
They have a trust that if they
give to the Lord, He will some-
how give back to them and sup-
ply for them.

Fifthly, they have the ability
to get others involved in

their task or ministry, be it a par-
ent or grandparent. They will pull
at one’s heartstrings. Recently
my five-year-old grandson came
to me and said, “Papa, I have
pledged $1,001 to BGMC for this

coming year. You are going to
help me, aren’t you?” Well, you
know my answer was yes, and I
plan to do so. I am not sure he
had an understanding of what
that amount even was, but that
was immaterial. He believed that
he could do it, and he believed
that he could get others to help
him.

I recently had the joy of
attending the BGMC banquet for
the nation and heard testimonies
of how children from our church-
es had pledged not hundreds of
dollars but thousands of dollars
and then proceeded to fulfill
those pledges through a multi-
plicity of ways.

We as a church must realize
the time to start getting people
involved in ministry is to start
them when they are children.
Many a child has received his
call to ministry as a result of
having been a part of a chil-
dren’s church, a Christmas pro-
gram, a VBS, or some other min-
istry within the church. The flame
might be small to begin with, but
if we will fan that flame (encour-
age), then only eternity will
reveal how the Lord can use
them.

We have heard testimonies of
how God has called children to
become missionaries, and today
they are on the mission field
serving Him in foreign countries.
God does speak to children. God
does call children to ministry. It is
our privilege as a church to fan
that flame. I pray that we will
watch for every opportunity to
encourage these little ones, who
are easily influenced and
shaped, to use their lives to
become a blessing for Christ and
His Church.
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Questions for Further Study—

1. What are some things adults can learn from children?

2. What qualities make children open to hearing from God?

3. It is stated that the best time to get people involved in ministry is when they are 
children. Why is this true?

This article is reprinted from the Summer 2002 issue of Fanning the Flame, a quarterly 
newsletter for children’s workers produced by the National Children’s Ministries Agency.

Fanning the Flame is mailed free to children’s pastors and directors in the local church. For
additional copies and back issues contact GPH at 1-800-641-4310.

T rent, Tonya, Shane and six other
kids finished packing up the pup-

pets, loading the sound equipment,

and putting away the old PVC puppet

stage. What a day it had been! Where

had all those kids come from? When

the loud music began announcing

that Sidewalk Sunday School was

about to begin, kids seemed to come

from everywhere. Seventeen kids

accepted Jesus as Savior. Hopefully

many of them would be riding the bus

to church on Sunday. What makes these past memories

of that ministry team so special? It’s

those three kids, now years later, lead-

ing ministries of their own. Shane is a

youth pastor in North Dakota. Trent is

planting a new church in St. Cloud,

Minnesota. Tonya is a pastor’s wife in

North Dakota. Tonya’s younger broth-

er Troy, who joined the team a couple

of years later, is now completing his

chaplaincy course for the United

States Army. Ministry breeds ministry.

The calling of God on kids’ hearts

plants His Spirit deeply within.
Many children’s leaders have dis-

covered that involving children in

ministry deepens the child’s walk with

Christ. They are correct. Ministry

begins by having the kids participate

in smaller responsibilities like running

the sound, doing the PowerPoints,

registering visitors, etc. Involvement in

ministry now, helps a child to be will-

ing to allow God to use them tochange the world asthey grow older.Quality children’sministry goes farbeyond the doorsof the church. Itinspires kids tohear God’s voiceand follow Hiscommands tominister toothers wher-ever thatmay be.

How do you lead children into

ministry? First, make sure that every

child knows that God has a plan and

purpose for their life. Second, make

sure that children know that they can

hear God’s voice and that He has min-

istry for them to do today. Third,

deepen a child’s walk with God by

teaching them the power of prayer,

the closeness of God through wor-

ship, the heart of God through sacrifi-

cial missions giving, the direction of

God through His Word, and the

power of God through the Baptism in

the Holy Spirit. Fourthly, provide

ways for children to be involved in

ministry now. Don’t just let them sit

and be "observers of ministry." 
In our children’s ministry pro-

grams, we had what we called the

"Usher Program" for 5th and 6th

graders. These kids did the work of

the ministry in Kids Church. They

were our greeters, our registrars, our

offering takers, our discipline watch-

ers, and our helpers for any area that

we needed them. They were also our

altar workers and our prayer warriors.

They laid hands on the sick and

prayed for kids to be saved and filled

with the Holy Spirit. These kids also

read scripture verses, participated in

skits, and even did entire services by
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