
We may need time to feel 
comfortable with you—

—especially if you don’t work
with us every week. Our faces
usually reflect the expression on
your face and the tone we hear
in your voice. When you smile
and speak with a soft voice, we’ll
know we can relax in your arms.

We will learn to trust this
church as you give us TLC.

God wants us to trust Him, but
we must learn to trust God’s
people first. As you give us lov-
ing care when we cry, we will
learn to trust God’s people—
even before we learn to talk.

We need more physical
care than bigger kids.

Until we can crawl, please
change our position periodi-
cally, and place toys or
pictures where we can
enjoy looking at them.
Check our diapers at
least once an hour. Ask
our parents how they care for
us at home. We will be happier
at God’s house if our care here
is similar to the care our parents
give us at home.

We like attention when 
we’re happy too.

Even though we can’t talk, we
enjoy looking into your eyes and
listening to songs and words and

prayers. We like to watch as you
move toys. By the time we’re four
months old, we’ll try to reach for
toys you hold.

We like to be held.
The coziness of being held

helps us feel loved. If we feel
loved by God’s people now, we
will feel loved by God later.

We need times of quiet 
and times of action.

Sometimes we need to rest
quietly in a crib or swing. Other
times we enjoy lying on a floor
quilt with colorful toys. It’s also
nice when you hold us and move
our arms to match the actions of
a song.

We learn through 
repetition.

Week by week as we hear the
same songs about Jesus and as
we see the same Bible pictures,
we will begin to love Jesus and
the Bible.

We learn by imitation.
If you greet us with a smile, if

you laugh with us and sing to us,
we will come to think of church
as a happy place. When we
come to church, we will feel
happy to be here. If you ignore
us except when we cry, we may
wonder whether you really like
us and are happy to have us
come to church.

We’ll let you know 
if we like this church.

We won’t write a note.
We won’t say thank
you. But if we like this
church, we’ll smile
when we come to the

church nursery, and we’ll
go into your arms without crying.
Our parents will notice that we
are happy to be at church. Jesus
will know we are happy to be at
church. And God will thank you
for helping us learn to love His
house.
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Questions for Further Study—

1. What do babies need before they begin to feel comfortable at church?

2. At what times should you give a baby attention?

3. How do babies let you know if they like it at church?

This article is reprinted from the Winter 2000 issue of Fanning the Flame, a quarterly 
newsletter for children’s workers produced by the National Children’s Ministries Agency.

Fanning the Flame is mailed free to children’s pastors and directors in the local church. For
additional copies and back issues contact GPH at 1-800-641-4310.

IT ’S  OUR TURN NOW!
What a wonderful opportunity

it is for me to be at headquar-

ters representing each of you who
have the same awesome calling of
"reaching the children". Each time
I have the opportunity of address-

ing you I count it an honor and a
privilege. I have so many exciting
things happening daily. Before I
continue with this letter, let me say
that I pray for you constantly, that
God will give you wisdom, power,
and anointing to reach the multi-
tudes of children needing to be
reached. If there is anything that
we can do to help you in your
ministry, please don’t hesitate to
ask. The quickest way to reach
me is through my e-mail at
dboyd@ag.org.For some time, I’ve had a

growing burden concerning the
children of the world. I’ve thought
many times about the soon coming
of Jesus. When he comes, millions
of children who have not yet
received Christ, but who are old
enough to understand right from
wrong, will be left behind. Each
year millions of children reach that
age of understanding. We must
reach the children before He

comes. This has become the center
of our cause and the reason for the
Children’s Ministries Agency. We
must create new ways to reach the
children! There are millions and
even billions to be reached. Here

you see our new logo "REACH-

ING KIDS Until He Comes". I
hope you will embrace it, preach it,

and let it sink into your heart. We
HAVE to reach the children. They
will say yes if we find a way to get
them the message!

One very exciting word that
God keeps bringing to my mind is
"heritage". I grew up in the
Assemblies of God. I rode a bus
because of faithful volunteers. I
was taught because of faithful

teachers both in Sunday School

and in Royal Rangers. All of those
people invested in me. That’s my
heritage. All over headquarters I

am reminded of the works of sac-
rifice that Christians have given
to Christ and the wonderful

fruit it bore. I’ve met numerous
retired pastors and missionaries
who have visited the headquar-
ters. Each of them represents
thousands of hours, days,

weeks, and years of sacrifice.
Some of them I recognize as

individuals who invested in me
once upon a time. They represent

incalculable souls who have been
won to the kingdom. I see pictures
on the walls of missionaries from
years gone by who have served
Christ and planted seeds that are
bearing fruit today. One thought
keeps coming back to my mind as I
come face to face with this
Assemblies of God heritage: IT’S

OUR 
TURN 

NOW!
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